
SUNNYSIDE SIMULATORS · EXPEDITION · GRADE 6 · 6.G.3

🧭 Mystery Features of the Americas

Name: Date: Class:

My level: 🧭 Explorer 🔎 Investigator 🏆 Legend

Mission: Seven mystery features are hidden on the map. Fly to each set of coordinates to reveal them,

then use what you discover to explain how physical features shape life in the Americas.

Big question: What are the major physical features of the Americas, and how do they affect people?

★ Warm-up: Coordinates recall

Quick review.

Latitude or longitude first?

Which hemisphere is 15°S, 72°W in?

Key vocabulary

Isthmus A narrow strip of land connecting two larger areas.

Mouth (of a river) Where a river empties into a larger body of water.

Mountain range A connected chain of mountains.

Cape A point of land extending into the sea.

1 Box 1

First mysteries

In the simulator: Reveal the first three mystery features.

What did you notice?

2 Box 2

All seven

In the simulator: Reveal all seven features.

What did you notice?

Feature log

Record each feature's name.

Coordinates Feature

9°N, 80°W

0°, 50°W

15°S, 72°W



3 Box 3

Patterns

What pattern do the Rockies and the Andes share?

○ Both are long mountain chains along the WESTERN side of their continents

○ Both are in the Eastern Hemisphere ○ Both are rivers

Panama

Why was a canal built across the Isthmus of Panama?

○ Ships could travel between the Atlantic and Pacific without going around Cape Horn ○ To water crops

○ To stop hurricanes

4 Box 4

Feature report

Choose two features and explain how each affects people.

Feature 1

Feature 2

5 Box 5

Legend: write a mission 🏆 Legend only

Write a new flight mission: give the coordinates of a feature not on this map (look it up or estimate) and

describe what the pilot will find.

✎ Exit ticket: answer the big question in your own words

What are the major physical features of the Americas, and how do they affect people?

Completion code: Shown on the last screen of the simulator.


