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🌳 Argument Tree: School Start Times

Name: Date: Class:

My level: 🧭 Explorer 🔎 Investigator 🏆 Legend

Mission: The student council is voting on a later school start. Map the author's argument, from claim to

reasons to evidence, and find the claim that is NOT supported. Then evaluate whether the argument is

convincing.

Big question: How do we trace an argument and tell supported claims from unsupported ones?

★ Warm-up: Claim, reason, or evidence?

Label each: C, R, or E.

"Our town needs a skate park."

"It gives kids a safe place to play."

Key vocabulary

Claim The author's main argument or position.

Reason A point that explains why the claim is true.

Evidence Facts, data, or examples that support a reason.

Unsupported claim A statement with no evidence.

Counterclaim An opposing view the author addresses.

1 Box 1

Build the tree

In the simulator: Place every card in the argument tree.

What did you notice?

2 Box 2

Spot the unsupported claim

Why is "Everyone knows teenagers are lazy anyway" an unsupported claim?

○ It gives no evidence and is an overgeneralization ○ It is a fact ○ It is the main claim

3 Box 3

Counterclaim

Which sentence addresses a COUNTERCLAIM (an opposing view)?

○ Some parents worry about sports ending later, but schools can adjust practice times.

○ Well-rested students learn better. ○ Our school should push back the start time.



4 Box 4

Evaluate the argument

Is the argument convincing? Evaluate it.

Judgment Start: "The argument is…"

Strength Start: "Its strongest support is…"

Weakness Start: "However, the author weakens the argument by…"

5 Box 5

Legend: improve it 🏆 Legend only

Rewrite the unsupported sentence as a reason WITH evidence (you may invent a realistic statistic and cite it

as a study).

✎ Exit ticket: answer the big question in your own words

How do we trace an argument and tell supported claims from unsupported ones?

Completion code: Shown on the last screen of the simulator.


