
SUNNYSIDE SIMULATORS · READING ROOM · GRADE 5 · 5.RC.2

🗂️ Summary Builder

Name: Date: Class:

My level: 🧭 Explorer 🔎 Investigator 🏆 Legend

Mission: The school newsletter wants short summaries of student-favorite stories. A good summary tells

only the most important events in order, with no opinions. Sort the events, cut the minor details, and write a

summary under 60 words.

Big question: How do I write a summary that includes only the most important events?

★ Warm-up: Keep it or cut it?

For the story of "Goldilocks," keep or cut each detail. Why?

Goldilocks eats the porridge.

The bowls are blue.

Key vocabulary

Summary A short retelling of the most important events.

Minor detail A detail that doesn't change the story if removed.

Sequence The order events happen.

Objective Without opinions.

1 Box 1

Sort the events

In the simulator: Sort every event card into Beginning, Middle, End, or Minor detail. Press Check.

Why is "The paper smelled like glue for days" a minor detail?

○ The story would not change without it ○ It is at the beginning ○ It is not true

2 Box 2

Opinion or fact?

Which sentences belong in a summary?

Sort: Dev helps fix the broken kite. · I think Priya was mean. · This is the best story ever! · They win second place together. · The kite

had red paper scales.

Belongs in a summary Leave it out



3 Box 3

Write the summary

Write a summary of "The Kite Contest" in 60 words or fewer. Include the beginning, middle, and end.

4 Box 4

Summary → theme

Your summary shows how Priya changes. What theme does that suggest?

○ Working together can help you do more than you could alone. ○ Kites are hard to fly.

○ Little brothers are annoying.

5 Box 5

Legend: 25-word summary 🏆 Legend only

Write a summary in 25 words or fewer that still has a beginning, middle, and end.

6 Box 6

Explain your choices

Choose one detail you LEFT OUT of your summary. Explain why it didn't belong.

✎ Exit ticket: answer the big question in your own words

How do I write a summary that includes only the most important events?

Completion code: Shown on the last screen of the simulator.


