FACILITATION GUIDE - 60-MINUTE LESSON - GRADE 6 - 6.RC.5 & 6.RC.8

Newsroom Field Trip

Central Idea & Author's Argument: Determine how a central idea of a text is conveyed through particular details
and provide an objective summary; trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing
supported claims from unsupported ones.

Learning target: | can determine the central idea of a text and evaluate whether an author's claims are
supported by evidence.

Success looks like: Students use the vocabulary correctly, complete the virtual field trip, and score 80%
or higher on the evidence-based exit ticket.

Materials: Student devices, the printed lesson worksheet (one per student), projector for the
mini-lesson presenter.

LESSON AT A GLANCE 60 minutes
Time Part Teacher does Students do
0:00-0:08 Warm-up Project the warm-up. Circulate, then call on Answer Part 2 of the lesson

2-3 students. Save question 3 for the debrief. | worksheet; share with a partner.

0:08-0:20 Mini-lesson Teach with the 4-step presenter. Run each Complete worksheet Parts 4-11
quick check with the whole class. as each slide appears; answer
checks with fingers.

0:20-0:48 Virtual Field Trip | Launch Newsroom Field Trip. Assign mission | Play solo or in pairs; record code
levels; circulate with the answer key. pieces; complete any written
evidence task.

0:48-0:52 Debrief Ask 2 debrief questions and revisit warm-up Finish worksheet Part 13
question 3. (prediction check + one thing
learned).
0:52-1:00 Exit ticket Hand out the exit ticket. Collect and sort with | Answer with evidence
the mastery guide. independently.

Key vocabulary

Central idea The most important idea of the whole text.

Claim A statement the author wants you to believe.

Reason Why the author believes the claim.

Evidence Facts, statistics, examples, or expert quotes that prove a reason.
Counterclaim An opposing view the author addresses.

Fact vs. opinion A fact can be proven; an opinion is a belief or feeling.
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1. WARM-UP 0:00-0:08 - 8 min

Warm-up expectations (post these): Answer in Part 2 of the lesson worksheet (or on this sheet). Number
each answer to match the question. Answer in complete sentences. For math, show your work. Work silently
for 5 minutes, then share with a partner for 2 minutes. Be ready to share one answer with the class.

1 What is the difference between a fact and an opinion? | A fact can be proven; an opinion is a belief. Examples
Give one example of each. vary.
2 An ad says "Everyone loves SuperSnack!" Is that No. "Everyone" is an exaggeration with no proof.

strong evidence? Why?

3 What makes a source reliable? Written by an expert or trusted organization, accurate,
up to date, can be checked in other sources.

2. MINI-LESSON 0:08-0:20 - 12 min

Project the Lesson presenter from the room page. It runs the whole hour: target and agenda, warm-up with
timer, hook vote, 4 teaching steps (key idea, interactive tool, turn and talk, check for understanding), | do /
we do / you do, a work-time screen with a timer and expectations, debrief, and the exit ticket. Press N for
teacher notes, T to pause the timer, and P to pick a student.

Hook (1 min): Which ad is more convincing? A: "Our cereal is the BEST, everyone loves it!" B: "Our cereal
has 8 grams of protein, twice the leading brand." Class vote: Ad A/ Ad B / Both the same

Step 1 (3 min): Central idea

Teach The central idea is what the whole text is mostly about. It is developed across several
sections, not just one paragraph.

Interactive tool Board and notes
Students do Write a one-sentence central idea for an article about how school gardens help bees.
Turn and talk How is a central idea different from a topic?

Worksheet Part 5A The CENTRAL IDEA is what the whole text is mostly about.

Check for Which is a central idea, not a topic? Answer: (A) Small local actions can help pollinators
understanding recover.

Step 2 (3 min): Claim, reasons, evidence

Teach An argument has a claim (position), reasons (why), and evidence (facts, statistics, examples,
expert quotes). Strong evidence is specific, relevant, and reliable.

Interactive tool Flip cards: Claim, Reason, Evidence
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Students do
Turn and talk
Worksheet Part 6A

Check for
understanding

Label the flip cards claim, reason, and evidence.
Which is stronger evidence: an expert statistic or a personal story? Can both be useful?
An argument has a CLAIM, reasons, and EVIDENCE.

Which is evidence, not a claim? Answer: (C) A survey found 70% of students get less than 8
hours of sleep.

Step 3 (3 min): Unsupported claims

Teach

Interactive tool
Students do

Turn and talk
Worksheet Part 7A

Check for
understanding

Watch for unsupported claims: exaggeration ("everyone knows"), opinion words (best, worst),
and no evidence at all.

Board and notes

List the two unsupported phrases from the check.

Why do advertisers use words like "best" and "everyone"?

Words like "EVERYONE KNOWS" and "best" often signal an UNSUPPORTED claim.

Tap the TWO unsupported phrases. Answer: Everyone knows + is the best

Step 4 (3 min): Counterclaims

Teach

Interactive tool
Students do

Turn and talk
Worksheet Part 8A

Check for
understanding

Strong arguments address the other side (counterclaim) and respond with evidence: "Some
people argue... However..."

Board and notes

Write a "Some people argue... However..." sentence about later school start times.
Why would a writer bring up the other side of an argument on purpose?

A COUNTERCLAIM is the other side. Strong writers RESPOND to it with evidence.

Why include a counterclaim? Answer: (B) It shows you considered the other side and can
answer it

I do: worked example (shown one step at atime)

1. Claim: Our school should start later.
2. Reason: Students need more sleep to learn well.
3. Evidence: The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends 8:30 a.m. or later.
4. Label: expert source = strong evidence.
What to say on every slide is in the presenter script PDF.
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We do: guided practice

Argument: "Schools should have longer recess. A study found students focus better after 20 minutes
of play. Recess is the best!" Label the claim, evidence, and unsupported part.

1. Claim: Schools should have longer recess.

2. Evidence: A study found students focus better after 20 minutes of play.

3. Unsupported: "Recess is the best!" is opinion with no proof.

4. The strongest part is the study because it is specific and can be checked.
Answer: Claim, study = evidence, "the best" = unsupported

You do: independent check (2 min)

Which sentence is a counterclaim? (A) A study found students focus better after play. (B) Schools should
add ten minutes. (C) Some people argue that longer recess wastes learning time. (D) Recess helps students
focus.

Answer: (C) Some people argue that longer recess wastes learning time.. Students who miss it: 3-minute
reteach at the teacher table, then start the room at the Explorer level.

Misconception: "A strong argument just needs strong feelings." Arguments need evidence.
Misconception: "Statistics always prove a claim." Evidence must be relevant and from a reliable source.

Misconception: "The central idea is the topic." The central idea is a full statement about the topic.

3. VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP: NEWSROOM FIELD TRIP 0:20-0:48 - 28 min

Launch: project the start screen, read the story aloud, and assign mission levels (Explorer = extra support,
Agent = on level, Legend = challenge). Students can open Supports any time for read-aloud, bigger text, a
word bank, and a scratch pad.

* Frame it as a real trip: "Buses leave in 1 minute!" Project the start screen and read the story together.

« Stops go in order along the route. Remind students that each stop's info card is their "tour guide," so
they should read it first.

« Ask early finishers to write a postcard (3 sentences) home describing the most interesting stop.

Students turn in: the completion code plus their copied "turn in your work" block (Canvas Text Entry).

4. DEBRIEF 0:48-0:52 - 4 min

1. Which claim in the activity was best supported? Why?
2. What makes a source reliable?
3. How do authors make an argument stronger by including counterclaims?

Close the loop: return to warm-up question 3. Answer: Written by an expert or trusted organization,
accurate, up to date, can be checked in other sources.

5. EXIT TICKET 0:52-1:00 - 8 min

Print the exit ticket PDF (page 2 is the key and mastery guide). Every item requires evidence: Part A asks
students to justify each choice, Part B asks for an explanation, and Part C applies the standard to a new
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situation using RACE. Sort results into Mastered, Approaching, and Beginning to plan tomorrow's groups.

LESSON RESOURCES

Warm-up worksheet (PDF) Optional standalone warm-up (also Part 2 of the lesson worksheet), with a key.
Mini-lesson presenter Projectable, step-by-step interactive lesson with tools and quick checks (room
page).

Lesson worksheet (PDF + key) One printable packet students complete during the whole lesson: short fill-ins and
quick checks in 13 small parts that match the presenter slides.

Newsroom Field Trip (.html) The virtual field trip for Canvas, with differentiated levels, supports, and a turn-in.
Exit ticket (PDF + key) Evidence-based check with a rubric and a mastery sorting guide.

Newsela (extra) Pro/con articles at multiple reading levels. https://newsela.com/

CommonlLit (extra) Argumentative and informational texts with questions. https://www.commonlit.org/
News Literacy Project: Free lessons on evaluating sources and claims. https://newslit.org/

Checkology (extra)

ReadWorks (extra) Nonfiction article sets. https://www.readworks.org/

ANSWER KEY: NEWSROOM FIELD TRIP

Stop 1: The Reporter's Desk (code piece: P)

1. Tap the sentence that states the central idea of the article. -> “These efforts show that small local actions can add
up to big help for pollinators.”

2. Which details support the central idea? -> Supports the central idea: Carmel converted 12 acres into wildflower
meadows, A Fort Wayne school planted a pollinator garden, Farmers leave flowering strips along fields | Does not
support it: Fort Wayne is Indiana's second-largest city

Stop 2: The Fact-Checker (code piece: R)

1. Which sources are most reliable for an article about pollinators? -> More reliable: A report from Purdue University
entomologists, The U.S. Department of Agriculture website, A published study in a science journal | Less reliable: An
anonymous comment on social media, An ad for a bug spray company, A blog with no author or date

2. Why might an ad from a bug spray company be a biased source about insects? -> The company wants to sell its
product

Stop 3: The Opinion Page (code piece: E)

1. What is the author's claim? -> The town should ban gas leaf blowers

2. Which sentence is the strongest piece of evidence? -> "They can reach 100 decibels... according to the Centers for
Disease Control."

3. Which part of the argument is unsupported? -> "Rakes worked fine for our grandparents."

4. Tap the TWO sentences that give opinions with NO evidence at all. -> “Worst of all, they are simply annoying.” +
“Rakes worked fine for our grandparents.”

Stop 4: The Headline Room (code piece: S)

1. Which headline is MOST accurate? -> Study Links Daily Reading to Higher Vocabulary Scores

2. Why is "Reading 20 Minutes Makes You a Genius!" misleading? -> It exaggerates and claims more than the study
found
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3. You are the headline writer! Build an accurate headline for the reading study. -> Study: Daily Readers Score Higher
on Vocabulary

Stop 5: The Editor's Office (code piece: S)

1. What is the central idea of the draft? -> New bike lanes improved safety, and the city addressed parking concerns
2. What does the reporter do well? -> Includes evidence and presents more than one side

3. By what percent did bike crashes drop on those streets? -> 18 %

4. Tap the sentence that shows the reporter included the OTHER side of the story. -> “Some business owners argue
the lanes took away parking.”

Final code: PRESS
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